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The treatment of individuals suffering from substance abuse ranks among the most complex. This is because the success prospects extend beyond the expertise of the physician. In this case, the physician has very little control over the chances of relapse. This is why there is always the prescription of pain medication to relieve chronic pain and facilitate the recovery path for patients. The advantage is that eradicating chronic pain is the first step towards reducing chances of relapse. In most cases, painful withdrawal symptoms constitute some of the reasons substance abuse patients relapse (Jones et al, 2015). With the availability of prescription, patients can easily turn down the temptation to revert to their substance of choice. What is more, the use of less addictive pain medication could gradually rehabilitate the patients to develop discipline. They could learn how to restrict to what is perceived as acceptable within the society. With the prescribed pain relievers, the patients can swiftly return to productive lifestyles. As substance abuse patients, a majority tend to be dysfunctional members in the society. But with the prescribed pain medication, they could transform into productive and responsible members of the society as fast as possible. 
The downside of prescribed pain medication is that patients could become addicted to the particular pain reliever. It could amount to the patient substituting the substance for pain medication. Substance abuse patients tend to have addictive tendencies and will cling on to this new found object of addiction. In addition, there are very high chances overdoses (Jones et al, 2015). Patients of substance abuse tend to have issues with discipline or control of intake. They might not stick to the prescription and instead overdose on the medication which could result in further complications and death. Furthermore, prescribing pain medication to substance abuse serves to embed the pill culture that is rife in the US and other developed nations. Even healthy individuals have subscribed into this culture and continuously pop pills at the slightest sign of discomfort, stress, or frustration. There is need to minimize the reliance on short term solutions such as pain medication. In any case, there are numerous rehabilitation options that substance abuse patients could explore. 
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